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Background … 
  
• The DNR Environmental Review Program had been discontinued.   

 
• An interim DEQ T&E review process had been in place since then. 

 
• Improved screening for T&E species developed for the permit 

administrative review process. 
– Creation of the T&E Coordinator role 
– Developed T&E Checklist for staff 
– Ensure that staff are familiar with the federally listed species 

(and habitats) occurring within their counties  
– staff T&E trainings throughout the state 
– development and release of the “Bat Tool” and staff training 

MDEQ Screening  
for T&E Species 



MDEQ “T&E Checklist” 

Administrative review for T&E species  

and rare communities 

 

    A logical “checkbox” review process for MDEQ 
staff, in the form of a dichotomous key. 

– If “true”, go to … 

– If “false”, go to… 

 



MDEQ T&E Checklist 
state-listed species and rare/imperiled communities 

• MiWaters T&E “hit” within the vicinity of the proposed project? 

 

• Is appropriate habitat actually present?   

       (aerials, photos, T&E habitat survey results, etc.) 

 

• Review of proposed activities and possible effects. 

 

• Staff unsure of habitat or possible effects?  Contact Keto. 
– MNFI GIS spatial data analysis;  coordinate with MDNR;  possible field review 

 

• Outcome:  Is there a potentially a state-listed T&E impact or not? 

– If so, then Public Notice any “Minor Project” or “General Permit” project. 

 

 

 

 



MDEQ T&E Checklist 
federal-listed species 

• Staff are expected to know the federal-listed species and federal critical 
habitat for their counties. 

 

• MiWaters “hit” for federal-listed species or critical habitat? 

 

• Is habitat actually present for a T&E species? (aerials, photos, T&E survey 
results, etc.)  

 

• Unsure?  Contact Keto. 
– MNFI GIS spatial data analysis;  discussion and possible field inspection with USFWS 

 

• Determine whether the species may exist within the project limits or 
nearby. 

– If so, then Red File the project. 

 

 

 

 



Minor Project pond 
creation/extension in 
wetland (less than 
1/3 acre of wetland 
impact) 

EXAMPLE:  
hypothetical 
project in 
Van Buren 
County… 



High-Res Aerial: 
tamaracks, 
apparent sedge mat, 
and groundwater seepage 
signatures? 



Bing Maps  
true oblique view 
from north 





Prairie Fen? 



MDEQ T&E Checklist 
 

 Therefore…  
 
There may be impacts to a 

state-listed rare/imperiled community 

 and/or state-listed T&E species. 

   
• This project must be public noticed and go to next step 

to determine if it should also be processed as a Red File. 

  

• Onward to the next step (federal T&E review). 

 

 



MDEQ T&E Checklist 
 

 

 Staff review of known federal-listed species in the county has 
been completed…  

•Mitchell’s Satyr 
•EMR 
•Indiana Bat 
•N. Long-Eared bat 
•Rufa Red Knot 
•Pitcher’s Thistle 





MDEQ T&E Checklist 
 

• STEP 3 (conclusion)  
 

- Project may impact  
 federally listed T&E species 
             (e.g., Mitchell’s Satyr) 

 
• The proposed project does not qualify for General Permit or 

Minor Project categories. 
 
• Public Notice the project.   

 
• Project is also a Red File. 

 

 


