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• Muck soils
• Flowing water
• Depth .5 – 3 ft
• Stable water levels
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� State Threatened Species
� Waters with slow current, muck or 

silt bottom
� Prefers shallow water no more than 

about two feet deep
� Most successful when no 

competition from other plants
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Old New

Zizania aquatica subsp. aquatica Zizania aquatica

Zizania aquatica subsp. 
angustifolia

Zizania palustris subsp. 
palustris

Zizania aquatica subsp. interior Zizania palustris subsp. 
interior

Terrell, E. E., P. M. Peterson, J. L. Reveal, & M. R. Duvall. 1997. Taxonomy 
of North American species of Zizania (Poaceae). Sida 17: 533–549. 



Spring Summer

Late Summer Early Fall







Total  351
Historical  212
Extant  139
Persisted  14

Lost - Muskegon Lake, Pirnie (1935)



� 68 sites seeded by non-
tribals



� Local support
� Some flow
� Local seed source best
� Plant within a week after harvest
� Clarity of water – low turbidity
� No wake, boat traffic issues
� Restrict carp, other browsers
� Non-acidic
� Muck soils
� Stable water levels
� Lack of invasives/competitors
� Traditional ceremonies
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� Noticed serious decline of ducks and hunting 
opportunities























“All available Michigan waters should be stocked 
with wild rice, wild celery, and other duck and fowl 
food…”

State Game, Fish, and Forest Fire Department 1918



� 1916-1919   67 new dedications of private lands as game 
refuges, wild rice freely given to attendees 

� 1917-1918   Game, Fish and Forest Fire Department 
seeded 48 separate water bodies, most were 
considered failures…



1919



� Believed all efforts were unsuccessful
� Recommended wild rice seeding be discontinued
� Sebewaing, Wildfowl Bay, Lake St. Clair lacked wild 

rice but not ducks (in 1943)
� Noticed that water levels affected size and density of 

beds



� Suitable habitat?
� Stable water levels?
� Proper care of seed prior to planting?
� Carp or other herbivores present?
� Sufficient amount of seed planted?
� Seeds not suited to microclimate?
� Did they consult with Anishinaabek ricers?
� What about absence of rice at Sebewaing, Wildfowl 

Bay, Lake St. Clair?



� Seeded between 1938-1968
� 33,437 pounds of wild rice planted



� Seeding historically part of ricing culture in 
Anishinaabek communities

� Some lost knowledge due to forced relocation, 
boarding schools

� Habitat destruction/overharvesting/loss of ducks 
prompted seeding by colonizers 1800s to early 1900s 

� State and National Forest efforts early 1900s-1960s
� Very little success in non-tribal seeding projects
� Failure due to many factors
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Thank You – Miigwetch!

“Manoomin:
The Story of Wild Rice in Michigan”

Coming soon from MSU Press


