Beyond Weed Control
in SE Michigan

Greg Norwood
Michigan DNR
Wildlife Division
Invasive Species
Coordinator
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1) Prevent invasives

2) Detect and manage them early




Managing established invasives should always be about increasing
“ecological health”
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Couple conservation and restoration with

invasive species control
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structure

composition

community-level interactions

system-level interactions

fUﬂCtiOﬂ Where and how to

patterns take an aFtive role in
community assembly

processes

biological legacies

connectivity

patch size

Integrity

diversity



structure
composition
function

patterns
processes
biological legacies
connectivity
patch size
Integrity

diversity

tree cavities

winter cover

“native prairie plantings”
wetland impoundments
wildlife clearings

rx fire



COUp‘Ed with De-Coupled
Restoration from Restoration

Higher tolerance for invasives Harder time prioritizing invasive
species projects



Coupled with
Restoration

We can name the interactions
created and improvements in
ecological health

De-Coupled
from Restoration

Describe success in terms of
the invasive species abundance

(e.g., acres treated)
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