
GROWING SUSTAINABLE 
WATER SOLUTIONS



• Make it personal: Erma, grandma, row 
boat, little slice of heaven  (Great 
Lake memories) 

• 25% world’s fresh water
• 95% US fresh water 
• Drinking water for 42M ppl
• Economic Benefit, x% GDP (triple 

bottom line)
• In future (#yrs) water and food 

resources will make MI place to be
• Risk because of GLRI funding cuts  

GREAT LAKES



• Fresh water usage
• Pollution/chemical pesticides and 

fertilizers CAFOs
• Agro ecology
• Urban agriculture 

AGRICULTURE & WATER



WATER IN CITIES 

Detroit 
• Not in compliance with 

Clean Water Act and state 
mandates

• Antiquated and failing 
infrastructure 

• High % of urban runoff
• Increase in storms and 

amount of rainfall in 
shorter time periods 

• Water affordability
• Public health 





EDUCATION

Why is Water Security important?

What can citizens do to make a
difference? 



EDUCATION
Keep Growing Detroit’s Education Series 





EDUCATION
Outings & Excursions 



WATER COLLECTION SYSTEMS 



RAIN GARDENS TO THE RESCUE

Program Goals
• Educate and Involve 

Public
• Community Building
• Leadership 

Development
• Demonstrate
• Manage Stormwater/ 

Reduce Run-off
• Have fun!



RAIN	GARDENS TO	THE	RESCUE



RAIN GARDENS TO THE RESCUE



NATIVE PLANT PRODUCTION



http://www.erbff.org/annual-report/videos/rain-gardens-to-the-rescue

http://www.erbff.org/annual-report/videos/rain-gardens-to-the-rescue



LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

•Teachers
•Workshop Facilitation 
•Installation Support 



LESSONS LEARNED

• GI embraced as a practice
• Paradigm shift occurring 
• Linking to Great Lakes 





QUESTIONS?


