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What is

Environmental
Justice?

Environmental Justice is the equitable
treatment and meaningful involvement
of all people regardless of race, color,
national origin, ability or income and is
critical to the development and
application of laws, regulations, and
policies that affect the environment, as
well as the places people live, work,
play, worship and learn.



No group of people bears a
disproportionate share of the negative
consequences resulting from

governmental, industrial or commercial
What dO we operations and policies

mean by
7 : All people benefit from the application of
equ Ita ble laws and regulations
treatment”
Eliminating barriers such as poverty and '
lack of access, as well as repairing systemic
injustices Y 4
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What do we mean by “meaningful
involvement”

People have an
opportunity to participate
in decisions that affect
their environment and/or
health

People’s concerns are
considered in decision-
making processes

Decision makers seek out
and facilitate the
involvement of those
potentially affected

People can influence state
agency decisions



* Governor Whitmer created the Office of
the Environmental Justice Public
Advocate and the role of Environmental
Justice Public Advocate in Executive

The Order 2019-06

: * Office of the EJPA was created as a Type |
Executive agency housed within EGLE’s Executive

Order Office.
* As a Type | agency, the office has a direct

line to governor’s office '

* Interagency Environmental Justice
Response Team was established. ,
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Michigan
and EJ

The Interagency Environmental Justice Response
Team began meeting monthly in July 2019.

Work Groups of the Response Team have been
meeting since last fall.

Michigan Advisory Council for Environmental
Justice (MAC EJ) has been meeting since February
2020.

Engagement with communities throughout the
state to address equitable application of
environmental laws and regulations is underway.




Michigan Advisory Council on Environmental
Justice




Office of the Environmental Justice Public
Advocate (OEJPA)

* The Team

— Regina Strong, Head of the Office of the Environmental Public
Advocate

— Katie Lambeth, Environmental Justice & Tribal Liaison/Non-
discrimination Coordinator

— Kate Hutchens, Environmental Justice Project Coordinator



OEJPA Actions & Projects

* Development of EGLE’s first Limited English Proficiency Plan
(LEP) in English, Spanish and Arabic

* Update of EGLE’s Non-Discrimination Policy
* EGLE All Staff Environmental Justice Training
* Developing an EJ Concerns/Complaint process

* Convening the Interagency Environmental Justice Response
Team

* Creating and convening an EGLE EJ Team



OEJPA Actions & Projects

* Collaboration with the state’s COVID Racial Disparities Task
Force

* Air Quality in EJ Schools HVAC Assessment Project
* Coordination of Michigan Wild Rice Initiative

* Convening the Michigan Advisory Council on Environmental
Justice (MACEJ)

* Hosted 8 regional roundtables across the state

 Convened EGLE Director and Tribal Leaders Roundtable




OEJPA Actions & Projects

* Development of MiEJScreen

* Coordinating EJ Community Resiliency Planning Pilot in 48217 /Tri-
cities

* Development of the EJ Community Mobile Air Monitor Project
(Purple Air) with EGLE AQD

* Collaboration with the Poverty Task Force

* Developing a Tribal Consultation Policy

* Hosting the 2021 & 2023 Michigan Environmental Justice
Conference




Intergenerational Effects
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Categories

Indicators

Environmental Exposure Environmental Effects Sensitive Populations

Socloeconomic Factor

MATA Air Toxics Cancer Risk  Proximity to Cleanup Sites Asthma Low Income Population
MATA Respiratory Hazard Proximity to Hazardous Cardiovascular Disease  Black, Indigenous, People
Index Waste Facilities ; of Color Population
Low Birth Weight Infants
NATA Diesel Particulate Impaired Water Bodies Educational Attainment
Mﬂﬂ'ﬁf Blﬂﬂd Lﬂﬂd LE'U'E|
Proximity to Solid waste Linguistic Isalation
Particulate Matter (PM: ) Sites and Facilities Life Expectancy
Population Under Age 5
Qzone Lead Paint Indicator Population Over Age 64
Traffic De imi RMP Sites
nalty i Unemplayment
Wastewater Discharge
Indicatar Housing Burden
Environmental Conditions Population Characteristics
(Average percentile of Environmental Exposure {Average percentile of Sensitive
- indicators + 0.5 x average percentile of Population indicators x average percentile of
Environmental Effects indicators) Socioeconomic Factor indicators)
2 2




g ] T Al PO

|28
B

Trwrgn!

Ll

Tt i e

- e B HERE darmin B0 NG

r Y

Cleralarsd

it
00E EPn WM | Eee Co~eta |

—=fremnsersl Cordion lnams

—=Popuinton Crarsces ruon Soore Fercencie

1} E=s rorpred Cogitioma Enpon_me

i} AT for Towm S Boim

—b| %aT5 Raspritney R indan

! RATA D! Fertcudicn Wase

—d| Fistdotida Mistar 25 (MJT 5

—} Dty

ey Teg %t Pogoprra 4y aid Yiohar=d

1 Ererpamgrny Cordrasy [rcscempns

Edpc

! Chairsd 5okt Srim o=y

B! Frpran T deis Tapeons | Fes o e

[

i} WP D B

o i
N IR ST STy

] L) Peomg b ot

A FR Prgin v

g W DB i

Filop amon CReRme 0L SEra TR

Prstusnsora

| ajreoh B gDy Rapdew DAL B i Tis




Context
Layers

Michigan PFAS
Sites

Roads and railroads

Sites reporting to
EPA

Public housing

Ozone/SO2 Non-
Attainment Areas

Boundaries (zip
code, cities,
counties, tribal
areas, etc.)

Impaired water
boundaries

Prisons

Schools, hospitals,
places of worship

Redlining maps

Population density

EJ Grants




Thank you!

* Regina Strong, strongrl@michigan.gov




