


Wildlife 
Action Plans

 National conservation strategy

 Every state has one

 Update every 10 years

 Proactive conservation

 Outlines conservation 
strategies for Michigan’s 
Species of Greatest 
Conservation Need



What is a SGCN
 Species of Greatest Conservation Need

 In MI, all state and federally listed Threatened or 
Endangered Species are a SGCN

 “Special Concern” species are also SGCN

 2015- Animals only, 2025 adding plants



Michigan’s 
Wildlife Action 
Plan

 Features of the plan 

 Based on focal species

 Goals

 Outlines priority actions and 
areas

 Shows linkages

 Other wildlife

 Other plans

 Create stronger partnerships



Key Pieces of Plan

Shows: 

 Priorities of many partners

 Important actions for wildlife

 Priority areas to work

 Links to other plans 



What’s in the plan?
MICHIGAN’S WILDLIFE ACTION PLAN 2015-2025



Terrestrial - Wildlife Action Plan Priorities 2015-2025
Focal SGCNKey Habitats/Issues
Black Tern, Black-crowned Night-heron, Eastern Fox Snake, 
King Rail

Great Lakes Marsh & 
Inland Emergent 
Wetlands

Piping Plover, Common TernOpen Dunes & Sand-
Cobble Shores

Cerulean Warbler, Indiana Bat, Copperbelly WatersnakeFloodplain Forests
Eastern Massasauga, Mitchell’s Satyr, Tamarack Tree 
Cricket, Yellow Rail, Poweshiek Skipperling, Hine’s Emerald 
Dragonfly

Fens

Karner Blue, Frosted Elfin, Eastern Box Turtle, Rusty-
patched Bumblebee, Blazing Star Borer, Eastern 
Massasauga, Monarch Butterfly

Prairies & Savannas

Henslow’s Sparrow, Dickcissel, Grasshopper Sparrow, 
Monarch Butterfly

Large Grasslands

Golden-winged WarblerYoung Forests
Kirtland’s Warbler, Dusted Skipper, Secretive Locust, 
Eastern Massasauga

Northern Dry Forests & 
Pine Barrens

Eastern Massasauga, Northern Long-eared Bat, Indiana Bat, 
Tri-colored Bat, Little Brown Bat

Emerging Diseases 



































iNaturalist



What is it
 Free to use App

 Created and maintained by 
the California Academy of 
Sciences

 Continues to grow in popularity

 Used worldwide



How does it 
work

 Fast and easy submitting 
process

 Initial ID suggested by 
machine learning 
software

 Can ID at any level

 ID gets verified by 
community









How can iNaturalist help 
you?
 Can help you get quick data to strengthen grant 

proposals

 Can help you learn about rare species in your area you 
didn’t know you had

 An opportunity to grow projects by using iNat as a 
community science initiative 



Rare Finds





Questions? Tony Henehan
henehant@michigan.gov


